Car Safety
The WAIT Command

Every year countless dogs are hit by cars, many due to
carelessness. Dogs jump out of cars because they are excited
and that excitement usually relates to getting out of the car.
There are exciting things outside of the car, right?! And every
time the dog gets in the car (or at least a lot of the time) they are
heading somewhere fun. Dogs spring out of cars at home, at the dog park or anywhere
we take them. Teaching them a WAIT Command can save their lives.

This video is so important for you to teach your dog — it can save his or her life! The
member’s video is over 20 minutes long. The version on social media will be about 10
minutes, because in the member version I'm including part 2 as well, which is how to
safely leash and collar your dog in the car before getting out. **Member perk!

Not Accurate in the Video

| want to start by saying that in the video | show the window open, NEVER NEVER let
your dog ride with an open window. |'ve known several people who lost their dog when
they jumped out of an open window. DON"T DO IT!!!

| mention in the video that | strongly recommend dogs travel in crates or using a safety
harness. But | realize not everyone has these, so this video is designed to help those
who will not follow those suggestions.

WAIT

Even if you've taught your dog the WAIT command, chances are you’ll need to re-teach
it in the car. The environment is different, everything about this is different, so make it a
new lesson.

Blocking the dog’s ability to get out
Coupled with the door as a block will help greatly.

Don’t Be Concerned About Your Dog’s Feelings

Lessons like this often have people saying, “That seems kind of abrupt to slam a door in
your dog’s face... yes, it is abrupt, but not as abrupt as a car hitting your dog. That is
deadly abrupt. Your dog MUST listen and you MUST make it happen.




The WAIT Command is reinforced with your slamming the door in the dog'’s face. Don’t
sugar coat it, just do it. Watch the video carefully for the finer points, but be strong with
your dog.

Default Behavior

The default behavior for your dog must be to WAIT and it should be to lay down or sit.
You'll see a few minutes into the video, Duane starts to sit and lie down. Remember,
this is the very first time he went through this lesson. He ALWAYS rides in a crate in the
back. | did this lesson with him for the first time and in real time. So what you see is
what happened.

Days not Minutes

This video covers a couple of tough topics in about 20 minutes, but it will take your dog
quite a bit longer to learn the lesson. | would practice this over a few days with various
distractions to get the dog to learn this. | would only do it with a leash or long line on my
dog and | would structure it as a lesson. Once the skill is set, your dog will have a solid
behavior to wait. Take your time.

Takeaways from Car Safety WAIT:

1. Always opt for a crate or a safety harness if possible.

2. Always take your dog in and out of the car on the passenger side or the side
closest to the curb (for those of you outside of the US).

3. Early on only practice this in a controlled environment.

4. Use a leash and collar until the dog is proofed with distractions, then try part 2.

5. NEVER ride with your dog’s window open... this is a deadly mistake.
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